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1. Organisation:  
 
Membership: The network has currently (as of 25th February 2019) 431 registered members. 
This is an increase of 140 members (291 members in 2018) since the last report.  
 
Representation: Tereza Pavlickova continued to serve as the elected Networks’ 
representative on the ECREA Board in 2018. From 2019 onwards the new vice-chair of 
YECREA, Corinna Lauerer, will run as a new Representative of the ECREA Networks and she 
has already received support from the other two ECREA networks. 
 
2. Activities:  
 
Information dissemination  
YECREA continues to provide information to its members on job opportunities, conferences, 
workshops, and relevant publications mostly through the YECREA Facebook group. The FB 
group has currently 1002 members (increase of 61 members since last report). It very 
successfully and effectively facilitates interactivity and communication among its members. 
Besides, the newly relaunched YECREA website has been designed to provide more static 
information, which does not require constant updating. It provides information on the 
objectives of YECREA, how to become a YECREA representatives as well as the duties and 
tasks of representatives. Furthermore it is used to provide information on main YECREA 
events (such as the YECREA preconference at the ECC) or the young scholars fund that 
YECREA is providing for participation in the ECREA summer school and for the bi-annual ECC. 
 
YECREA representatives within Sections and Temporary Working Groups:  
In 2018 YECREA had representatives in 18 out of 21 sections and in 6 out of 7 TWGs. As 2018 
was the year of an ECC, there were only few young scholar events within sections and 
temporary working groups. The main event was certainly the first ever YECREA 
preconference organized by Johan Farkas (section representative Communication and 
Democracy), Anna Zsubori (section representative Audience and Reception Studies) and Ines 
Amral (TWG representative Journalism and Communication Education). During the ECC in 
Lugano many section and TWG representatives stepped down from their positions. We wish 
to thank to all the outgoing representatives for their great work and contribution to 



YECREA’s activities and we wish them success in their new roles. After the ECC 2018 only 
seven TWG or sections had vacant positions. Within all other sections, the YECREA 
management team in close collaboration with sections/TWGs and previous YECREA 
representatives were able to identify new candidates. Collaboration between YECREA and 
TWGs as well as sections works very effectively.  
 
Blue Sky at ICA 2018 

YECREA has organized a Blue Sky workshop together with SECAC at the ICA 2018 in Prague 

on the subject of “Social media for academics: Self-promotion and career development for 

early-career scholars”. The Blue Sky workshop’s goal was to offer room to discuss strategies 

for coping with an environment in which young scholars feel pressed to self-promote in 

social media. The joint event was chaired by David Cheruiyot (board member of SECAC) and 

Raul Ferrer Conill (vice chair of YECREA). As an outcome of the first cooperation between 

SECAC and YECREA, the two young scholar organizations will seek to cooperate in similar 

events whenever ICA will take place in Europe. 
 
YECREA Preconference at ECC 2018 in Lugano 
YECREA arranged its first full-day pre-conference at the biannual ECC conference in Lugano, 
Switzerland. The pre-conference consisted of three workshops with more than 25 early-
career participants in total. These events covered academic writing, digital methods and 
media activism, organized by YECREA Representatives from Audience and Reception Studies, 
Journalism & Communication Education, and Communication and Democracy with the help 
of the YECREA Management. 
The key aim of the pre-conference was to address contemporary challenges for early-career 
researchers as well as to strengthen ties between peers across Europe. Due to kind support 
from Karlstad University, University of Bergen, University of Münster and Oslo Metropolitan 
University, YECREA was able to make all workshops free for all to ensure a wider 
participation. With participants coming from across Europe and across sub-fields of 
communication research, the pre-conference was very successful in cultivating ties between 
early-career scholars. Due to the success, YECREA is seeking to make the YECREA pre-
conference a recurring event at future biannual ECC conferences. 
 
ECC 2018 
At the 2018 ECC in Lugano YECREA organized during the main conference a YECREA panel on 
Open Access, held the YECREA business meeting and organized the YECREA social event. The 
YECREA panel on Open Access invited scholars in the field to discuss Open Access from a 
young scholar perspective. Participants were Anne Kaun (Södertörn University), Nico 
Carpentier (Uppsala University), Dana Mustata (Groningen University) and Anne Mollen. The 
discussion in the panel initiated the YECREA task force on Open Access (see below). During 
the YECREA business meeting the outgoing management team informed about YECREA 
events in the previous two years, before a new YECREA management team was elected 
(Johan Farkas as chair, Corinna Lauerer and Norbert Sinkovic as vice-chairs).  
 
YECREA Task Force on Open Access 
At the ECC in Lugano YECREA initiated its first Task Force on the topic of Open Access. Its 
plans for 2019 and onwards are to inform about different Open Access models and the 
pitfalls or opportunities they might entail, to help navigate the landscape of Open Access 
publishing, to educate about predatory publishing and to raise awareness for the 
sustainability of Open Access. The aim is to make young scholar voices heard in the strategic 
move towards Open Access and Open Science within Media and Communication Studies in 
Europe. 



Other activities  
Tereza Pavlickova and Raul Ferrer Conill continued to publish the ECREA Newsletter. In 2018 
they signed responsible for overall 4 newsletter editions. 
 
 
3. Funding 
For the Summer School subsidy and the Young Scholar Grant YECREA is dependent on the 
ECREA Executive Board to provide funding. The YECREA management team is very grateful 
for the Board’s continuous support of young scholar interests. In order to be able to realize 
further YECREA events in the future in a sustainable way, YECREA vice-chair Raul Ferrer 
Conill has been very successful in securing sponsorships with selected institutions in the 
field. Thanks to the financial support namely from Karlstad University, University of Bergen, 
University of Münster and Oslo Metropolitan University, YECREA was able to offer its 
preconference in Lugano free of charge to its participants. The YECREA management team 
sees such financial sponsorships as a viable and sustainable option for the future in order to 
support young scholars with very limited means for participating in important events within 
the field of media and communication research. YECREA sees such sponsorships as an 
important investment in the future of media and communication researchers scholars across 
all of Europe.  
 
Summer School 2018 
YECREA again planned, organized and executed the awarding of the Summer School subsidy. 
The management team was happy to have achieved an increase from two subsidies in 2017 
to three subsidies in 2018. The subsidy covered the participation fee as well as 250€ travel 
costs. YECREA received overall 15 applications, demonstrating the need for the Summer 
School subsidy. From these 15 applications, the following three applicants were successful in 
securing the subsidy: 
• Alba Mendoza, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 
• Metzeri Sanchez, Pompeu Fabra University 
• Allan Wefwafwa, Technical University of Kenya 
 
Young Scholar Grants ECC 2018 
In 2018 the YECREA management team also planned, organized and executed the awarding 
of ten Young Scholar Grants for participating at the 2018 ECC in Lugano. Based on 
experience from previous years, the current management team redesigned the process in 
order to make participation available to those young scholars without any substantial 
funding opportunities. Instead of simply providing fee waivers, the management team 
decided to limit the number of travel grants in order to be able to also offer travel and 
accommodation costs. YECREA was thus able to offer 5 ECC 2018 grants for young scholars 
who are regular ECREA PhD members (covering conference fee + 250€ travel/stay costs) as 
well as 5 ECC 2018 grants for soft-currency ECREA PhD members (covering conference fee + 
350€ travel/stay costs). YECREA received overall 27 applications, from which 5 soft-currency 
and 5 regular currency applicants were awarded the young scholar grant. 
 
 
4. Future plans:  
The new Management Team of YECREA is currently in the process of filling seven vacant 
positions as YECREA Representatives in sections, TWGs and networks. In the future, the 
Management Team is planning to formalize the process of finding new Representatives, 
using open calls as the standard to increase transparency. Several sections are currently 
planning young scholar workshops at ECREA events, supported by the Management Team. 



YECREA has also launched an open-access task force, which will seek to support early-career 
scholars in navigating the publishing landscape. Finally, the Management Team will work on 
establishing better funding opportunities for YECREA in the future. 


